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isrn that we must look for the full explanation and
origins of the Grail cult, and only in a minor degree
and subsidiary measure to mysteries like those of Adonis
or Eleusis or the cult of Samothracian goddesses. The
Folk-lore theory of the Grail is no doubt true in great
measure; but it does not conflict with the hypothesis
put forward here, because Mithraism may be presumed
to have influenced such folk-lore owing to the long
and dominant position which the former held in
Europe. In any case, it is upto the eminent workers
on the Grail saga to do justice to the contribution
made to it by the Iranian tradition in general and
by the cults of the Koyal Glory and of Mithra in
particular. The Grail student has already gone far
afield to all lands which received and cultivated the
Matwre d& Bretagne. But he has to go even further
and to study the forms which the cult of the Grail or
Glory has assumed in older Aryan -systems of thought
and to the later modifications of these forms. This
idea is exemplified by an examination of what corre-
sponds to the quest of the Holy Grail in the Vedas and
in the Indian epics; and in these tests also various
items of correspondence with the incidents in the
Grail legends were pointed out. Thus we found the
Devas and the Asuras joining the quest for what
combines the ideals of immortality, abundance and
empire. We found that the myths about u churning
the ocean" threw light on the " Fisher King", and on
the "quest" in general, while the myths about Ashi and
Lakshmi illustrated the true character of Guinevere*